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Race drama that forces you to confront the tigers in your heart

Theatre : Sarah (Emma Fielding) inally reveals that she, too, is : alive, forcing the audience to ; the plotting creaks and there's
appears to be the one entirely : a racist, She has taken every : consider its own gut instincts : an alarmingly sentimental

sxsesesssseesees { admirable member of the ourse in African-American  : rather than convenient  ending, the bane of so much

college staff. She’s the Dean of : literature and theory that she : “colour-blind” platitudes. If ~  American drama. Dominic

Students, who seems to care  : can find; she feels all the this good, likeable woman, so : Cooke’s production, though

personally for the victim of required lashings of white forcefully and sympathetically : exceptionally well acted, can't

racial abuse, and there are played by Fielding, can feel | disguise these failings.

other, heavily signalled clues like this, are our own attitudes | Nevertheless, this is a

1o her all-round good-eggery.

quite as benign as we liketo | drama that will send
up committees and racial- We see her trying to arrange a think?  audiences arguing into the
wareness forums with scholarship for another

the even more incendiary the Metropolitan Police's
ue of racism. anguished reaction to the
‘The title comes from Helen i Macpherson report on the
Bannerman’s much reviled Stephen Lawrence murder,
children’s story Little Black : and its effect on crime.

mbo (1890), in which a In comparison with this
group of tigers pinch alittle real-life crisis of confidence,
black boy’s bright new i Gilman’s play sometimes
clothes. But the tigers quarrel : seems small and parochial,
about who looks the grandest, : and unlike Mamet she seems

REBECCA GILMAN's
Spinning into Butter is being
touted as the most
controversial American play
since David Mamet's
Oleanna.

In Oleanna, Mamet
explored, to brilliant theatrical
effect, the malign influence of

ard-line feminism an

Spinning into Butter
ROYAL COURT UPSTAIRS, SW1

ine”, in reality she finds them
rude"”, “lazy and stupid” and
too damn scary”’ — so much

The rest of the play doesn't : night, and one that cries out to

political correctness in an { and start chasing each other | incapable of spare, tense.
American college, : round a tree so fast that they dialogue. There is a certain ealous self-righteousness, “student of colour™ and she is : so that on a train she would come close to matching this i be seen.
Gilman’s play, which owesa : spin themselves into butter. plodding worthiness here, and : What they fail to ask : cruelly dumped by her refer to stand rather than sit : great, brave scene. Sarah’s i Tickets: 020 7565 5000

heavy debt to Mamet, has an At which point, Little Black it takes too long for the drama : themselves is how the victim : boyfriend next to a black man. hypocritical colleagues are

- setting too, a small, : Sambo gets a spoon, puts the to catch fire. of the abuse —or indeed the  :  Yet this caring woman The play suddenly comes : glibly and sketchily drawn, : Charles Spencer

s, largely white butter on his pancakes and The action is precipitated ther racial minorities on the * ‘ P

college in Vermont, The white : eats the tigers up. when one of the college’s few : campus — feel about it.
American writer also has It's a potent little tale, and  ; black students discovers Then Gilman finally
political correctness onher  : one that seems particularly  : threatening, racist notes stuck : delivers a bruising dramatic Telegraph Reader Offer

agenda, but her main subject  : resonant when one considers : to his door. Like the tigers in unch. The central character
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