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CE L T T T R

An affair to remember

1 THOUGHT that I had the
two sides of David Mamet's
artistic personality neatly
pigeon-holed. There is
dangerous Dave, who writes
tense American dramas in
which the dialogue crackles
with energy and profanity;
and there is sensitive David,
who writes artily attenuated
plays and tiresomely
enigmatic novels. One
limitation common to both
Mamets is that his male
characters are far more
persuasive than his women.
Yet Boston Marriage
overturns all expectations.
While most of Mamet's plays
take place in a recognisably

is set in New England in the
late-19th century, and all
three characters are women.
For much of the time, too, the
familiar snap, crackle and
pop of his dialogue is
replaced by ironic -
periphrasis, reminiscent of
Henry James, and
epigrammatic insults,
reminiscent of Wilde.

Indeed, if Gwendolen and
Cecily had discovered a
leshian passion at the end of
The Importance of Being
Earnest, and emigrated to
New England, they might
well have turned into the two
characters that Mamet
portrays here, Anna (Zoé
Wanamaker) and Claire
(Anna Chancellor).

A “Boston marriage” is a
19th-century term describing
“a long-term monogamous
relationship beteeen two
otherwise unmarried
women". Some of these
relationships were platonic,
but the one that Mamet
depicts certainly isa’t,

It's true that to make ends
meet, Anna has taken a rich
male lover who has just
presented her with a

sensational emerald necklace.

But she has embarked on the
affair the better to support
herself and Claire.

Their happy arrangement
suddenly reaches crisis point,
however. Claire announces
that she is fathom-deep in
love with a much younger
woman, and Anna is
mortified. Beneath the
brittle, witty circumlocutions
of the dialogue, you sense
real pain and passion. Worse
still, it becomes clear that
Claire’s new love is the

: danghter of Anna's married
: sugar-daddy, and the emerald
: necklace looks like giving the

: devious double-dating game

: away.

: with ingenuity and humour,

: and though this short play

: sometimes seems little more

: than a sketch, it proves 5
¢ surprisingly resonant. You're !
: amused by these women but

: Mamet also makes you care

: about them.

contemporary world, this one :
: that the formality of the

: 19th-century language is

: sometimes undercut by

: modern, distinctively

: Mamet-ish abuse. “Kiss my

: ass,” says the distressed Anna
: at one point, concluding that
: life is a “pointless s***hole”.

: Nor can Mamet contain his

: infantile delight in the

: possibilities for double

: entendre supplied by the

. woid “muff”.

: providing cheap but

: enjoyable belly-laughs, is to
: suggest the crude, passions
: that lurked benneath 19th-

: century decorum. My only

: complaint is that he repeats
: the trick too often, and to

: diminishing returns.

: Lloyd’s production has

: exactly the right ironic,

: poised assurance, and the

: performances are terrific.

H Wgnamaker. with her jolie

: laide face and beady currant

eyes, poignantly captures the

woman who wili stop at
: almost nothing to hang on to
: her lover.

: Anna Chancellor powerfully
: signals a seething sexual

: desire beneath her prim

: skirts, while Lyndsey

: Marshal is a comic delight as
: the much-abused maid who is
: nothing like as innocent as

: she appears.

: enjoyable and startling piece,
: and suggests that beneath his
: macho exterior, Mamet is in

: fact a bit of a ladies’ man.

: Tickets: 020 7369 1732
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