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Uplifting
darkness
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HAMPSTEAD THEATRE

A FEW years ago at Hampstead, Philip
Osment came up with a beautiful
Chekhovian piece, The Dearly Beloved,
which dealt with the unfashionable
subject of the members of a church
choir 1n the West Country.

Now comes Buried Alive, a raw,
powerful, moving family tragedy that
also finds time to examine the topical
theme of the ethics of the tabloid press
The drama occupies two time zones.
Edinburgh in the late Seventies and
Edinburgh and Suffolk in the year 2000,
moving backwards and forwards to
show the malign influence of the past
on the present.

The central character, Stewart Reid,
is a hard-drinking photo-journalist,
celebrated for his uncompromising
pictures of human suffering, most
famously a shot of two homosexuals
being buried alive in gravel by the
Taliban in Afghanistan. But another
journalist is on his trail, determined to
discover the inan behind the work —
and a juicy story it proves, a~ the
scedqes set in the Seventies gradually lay
bare.

Stewart was the eldest of three
children who grew up with a hideously
puritanical mother who kept them
hungry and bullied them mercilessly in
the name of God Small offences were
met by long spells of solitary in the coal
cellar until Stewart, her favourite,
rebelled and joined the Merchant Navy,
leaving his younger sisters entirely at
their mother’s less than tender mercy.

Idon't want to give too much away,
but the family endured tragedy and
scandal from which Stewart has been on
the run ever since, until finally forced
to confront both his past aud his
responsibilities. The revelations prove
desperately bleak, not least in the play’s
view of the tyranny of genetic
inheritance, though the final moments
beautifully signal the possibility of
forgiveness and fresh starts.

All nine « naracters come alive in
Mike Altveds’s detailed, deeply felt
produ. iion, which handles the time
shifts with beautiful assurance. I only
wish designer Robert Jones hadn't come
up with such an offputtingly ugly set.

Veronica Roberts is unforgettably
horrible as the mother who constantly
commands her children to get down on
their knees and pray for forgiveness,
and Jane Arnfield and Louise Bush are
almost unbearably touching as her
vulnerabie teenage victims. Paul
Higgins captures all the anger and hurt
of Stewart, Michelle Joseph precisely
nails a particularly devious kind of
female journalist and there’s
outstanding support from Al Nedjari as
Kate’s heroically loyal boyfriend and
from John Ramm as an uncle who isn't
nearly as jolly as he seems.

For all its pain, you leave this fine
play elated by witnessing such terrific
writing and acting.

Tickets: 020 7722 9301
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