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ORANGE TREE THEATRE

Rich experience

Hecuba and two of the chorus of women in The Women

of

ASCINATING contrast

is at the heart of the
double offering of plays
currently at the Orange
Tree Theatre.

The special summer
showcase of work by Jo
Combes and Joyce Branagh,
two trainee directors, goes
under the banner Women On
Women By Women and in
the first half features The
Women of Troy by
Euripides, in the second
This Cookie May Contain
Nuts.

An excellent programme
note sets the historical
context of the suffering and
indeed anguish of the poor
women left in Troy - they
are in a devastating position.
Husbands and children have
been murdered, they know
that they are going to be
made slaves of by the
conquerors and there is
absolutely nothing to give
them hope.

All this gives marvellous
opportunity for big acting -
and there are some very
affecting scenes with a
distraught Hecuba (Kristin
Milward) and the chorus of
women (Anna Hewson,
Megan Whelan, Claudia
Elmhirst) dressed in floaty
dark clothes, tightly tied
headgear mourning their
losses in dramatically
choreographed movements.

Their realisation that
misery and suffering will
make them memorable is
almost unbearably realistic -
and the burning of Troy is

Troy

magnificently staged.

After the interval we are
in a completely different
world.

Ellie (Zoe Cotty) and her
flatmate Pat (Anthony
Austin) are taking part in a
sort of Big Brother for the
internet and there is much
dwelling on their inability to
get themselves soul-mates.
In effect we, the audience, is
the web,

Their friend Mavis
(Marianne O’Connor) pops
in and out in various
manifestations and then of
course there's Geoff
(Graeme Edler), super rock
hero from the past.

The Angel Gabriel
himself visits Ellie in one
memorable scene and when
Pat and Geoff do a rock
routine with guitar in
Geoff’s case, cricket bat in
Pat’s there’s an exuberant
craziness to the whole thing.

On reflection the play is
possibly slightly silly but
then modern preoccupations
with sex, rock music, TV
and the internet don’t add up
to Strindberg or Ibsen, but
it’s all presented with such
panache and dash that it's
great fun.

Together the two plays
run for three hours, slightly
uncomfortably long but the
two plays presented such
wonderfully varied
approaches to theatre today
this shouldn’t put anyone
off such rich experience.

Helen Taylor

Ellie, Pat and Mavis in an exuberant scene from This

Cookie May Contain Nuts.

Troy Cookies

Clipped By:
ianlharris
11 May 2026

Copyright © 2026 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



