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" madv. So, bending over

. Margulies's Pulitzer prize-

' dirceted. If my hosannas are

 because [ feel that Margulies
! never takes either us or
- himself by surprise.
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Are British critics snobbish
about new American plays?
The charge has lately been
backwards to be fair, let

me say | found Donald

winner shrewd, witty and
immaculately acted and

less than full-throated, it is

His themes are marriage,
friendship, betrayal and
the insidious ravages of time.
Tor that end, he contrasts
two Connegticut couples.
Gabe and Karen are an
orderly pair who bring to
their marriage the same
finicky precision as they do
to their articles on haute
cuisine. Which is why they
are shocked to learn over
dinner one night that their
best friends are splitting
up and that Beth, who has
turned up alone, has been
dusvrted by husband Tom
for a travel agent.

What foltows is an acute
study of the nature of
betraval. Beth and Tom, |
whose V2-vear marriage
wis clearly built on shaky
foundations, quickly adjust
to their new life. It is Gabe
andd Karen who feel deceived, i
is if their friendly foursome
has been a hollow charade.

Sa far, so good. Margulies
i~ particularly funny on
the way Gabe and Karen's
profession permeates their
behaviour: analysing the
shock news of their friends’
split-up, Karen enguires
“What do you thaink of the
Shiraz?" as if it were a
matter of equal moment.

The sad dissoiution of male
friendshipis also beautifully
caughtin a Manhattan bar
~cene where the two men

are ke ships passing on i
foghound night. Its much
better than the corresponding
femile scene where Margulies
can't resist spelling out what
s already obvious: that :
control freaks like Karen
depend on ditzy chums like

! Star quality ... Madonna, still

- wreak unwilting havoc, vou

* something a little wilder.

" pereeptive play: simooth on

" Karen might say. In Simon
Curtis's hiands, there is also

© Rolf Saxon and Samantha

- Unitil August 11. Box office:

Beth. And when you call to
mind a comparable British
play such as Alan Ayckbourn's
Juking Apart, in which

a perfect yuppie couple

realise just how technically
circumspect Margulies is.
Though 1 yearn for

it is a psychologically

the palate with just a touch
of astringency, as Gabe and

much finely shaded plaving
from the four actors.
Elizabeth MeGovern and
Kevin Anderson lend Beth
and Tom just the right mix
of Nakiness and desire. And

Bond as Gabe and Karen have
a crisp interlocking cooalness
that perfectly reflects their
marriage and the kind of
shiny lifestyle magazines

for which they write.
Michael Billington

020-7722 9301.
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