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face and the matching white-
ness of a bowl of funereal lil-
lies. It’s a memorable, corro-
sive occasion. But it would
be more penetrating and
precise if the fit between per-
sonal behaviour and politi-
cal creed were less snug.
Donald Margulies, a New
York Pulitzer Prize-winner,
had a good idea for turning a
traditional story into one
with a topical twist. Dinner
with Friends could equally
have been called Marinated
Marriage or  Kebabed
Courtship: it's a study of two
couples whose togetherness
can bejudged, at least in part.
by their prowess in the

kitchen. The perfect pair
make a polenta cake; the
falling-apart pair cut them-
selves in the kitchen.

It's time for a foodie satire
~but this isn’t it. The centrai
metaphor isn’t pushed far
enough, and without it, the
play is a tired rehearsal of
middle-aged marital anxiety.
Every time it’s on the brink
of an original turn, someone
breathes the language of
therapised banality. Saman-
tha Bond is crisp; Rolf Saxon
has the beguiling weariness
of a young Walter Matthau.
But Elizabeth McGovern and
Kevin Anderson fire blanks.
And the script is half-baked.
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